
Partnerships for 
Regional Equity

(a Planners Network Forum)
Friday, May 18

8:30 am: Registration Opens 
Anabel Taylor Hall

9:00-10:00 am: Collegetown Networking Breakfast 
Collegetown Bagels, 415 College Avenue

10:30-12:30 pm: “Nobody’s an Island” Plenary and Lunch 
One World Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

12:40-1:10 pm: “Vance Avenue Stories” 
Edwards Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

1:15-5:30 pm: Concurrent Panels 
Anabel Taylor Hall

Energy and 
Environment

Community 
and Housing

Food and 
Farm

1:15 - 2:15 pm: Opposing the 
Mafia

Housing 
Challenges and 
Strategies

2:30 - 4:00 pm:
Water Connects 
Us: Onondaga 
Creek

Labor, 
Workforce, 
and Economic 
Development

Local 
Agriculture 
Partnerships

4:15 - 5:45 pm:
Local Responses 
to Natural Gas 
Drilling

Equitable 
Development

Urban 
Farming and 
Agriculture

6:30 - 8:00 pm: Dinner on the Commons 
Dinner and Wine on Ithaca’s famous 
commons. Vehicles leave from Anabel Taylor 
at 6:15.

The economic crisis has exposed 
severe problems in our economic 
and political systems. The Occupy 
movement is just one embodiment 
of the public’s realization that 
equity is everyone’s problem. 
However, the movement also 
highlights the power of coalitions 
and partnerships to bring about 
social change.

Grassroots organizations and 
local governments are turning 
toward unique partnerships to 
provide equitable housing, quality 
education, access to healthy food, 
and environmental health, and 
social services. Building such 
coalitions can be difficult, but can 
result in otherwise unachievable 
policy.

This 2-day conference provides 
a forum to share strategies that 
planners, nonprofits, and activists 
are using to pursue regional equity, 
even in the face of economic crisis 
and a hostile political climate. 
Hosted at Cornell University 
in Ithaca, NY, the conference 
will include planners, activists, 
students, and academics from all 
over the US and beyond.

Saturday, May 19

8:45-9:45 am: Breakfast 
Cafe, Anabel Taylor Hall

9:45-11:00 am: 
“Planning Progressively” Plenary 
Auditorium, Anabel Taylor Hall

11:15-3:15 pm: 
Community Workshops and Lunch 
Leave from Anabel Taylor Hall

Tompkins County Climate Protection 
Initiative

Way2Go: Transportation Workshop

Cayuga Waterfront Trail Initiative

Danby Land Bank

3:30-4:00 pm: Closing Discussion: 
“Next Steps” 
Sibley Hall 
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Registration Table 
Anabel Taylor Hall

Opens at 8:30

Please stop by the registration table before 10:30 
in order to get an information packet and your 
nametag. The table will be through the door to 
the right as you walk into Anabel Taylor Hall. 

We’ll be accepting donations by check if you wish 
to donate--all proceeds beyond our expenses will 
be donated to our community partners!

Collegetown Networking 
Breakfast 
Collegetown Bagels, 415 Collegetown Ave

9:00 to 10:00 am

Bagels, coffee, and juice will be available at 
Collegetown Bagels, a restaurant right over the 
Gorge from Anabel Taylor. Get to know fellow 
participants in a relaxed atmosphere. Find folks 
with nametags; you’ll know it’s us!

You can stop by the breakfast before or after 
registration.

Opening Events: Friday, May 18
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Opening Address

Karl Hill, Cayuga Sub-Chief
In 1779, General George Washington 
commissioned General John Sullivan and 
James Clinton to destroy the Cayugas and other 
members of the Haudenosaunee. These two 
Generals led 6,200 troops into many villages and 
crop fields of the Cayugas and the Haudenosaunee 
and destroyed them. Ithaca is on what was once 
Cayuga land.

We recognize that any conversation about land 
use planning must involve indigenous people. We 
invited Mr. Hill to give an opening address and 
join in the panel discussions throughout the day 
as a representative of Cayuga Nation.

*History source from http://www.cayuganation-
nsn.gov/About/TribalHistory

Opening Plenary and Lunch: Friday, May 18, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

Nobody’s an Island: When Institutions, Associations, and Neighborhoods Meet
One World Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

We’ll start the conference with a brief overview of events at 10:30. Then, Karl Hill will start off the event with a opening address in Cayuga 
Language to give thanks to all present and all that allows us to be here. We will serve light lunch from Tellez Family Mexican Grill, and then at 
11:15, J. Justin Woods will start off the plenary panel by discussing progressive ethics: Why are we having this conversation? Ray Bromley will 
discuss the multitude effects Universities can have on surrounding neighborhoods: What effect do institutions effect one another? Finally, Kirby 
Edmonds will discuss the motivation and the creation of Building Bridges: How can we address these problems?
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Opening Plenary and Lunch: Friday, May 18, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

Progressive Values and Ethics in Planning 
and Local Government

Justin Woods, President and CEO of 
Ticonderoga Revitalization Alliance

J. Justin Woods has nearly 15 years of experience 
as professional planner and manager working for 
several municipalities throughout the northeast; 
as well as working as a planning and management 
consultant. He has managed strategic planning, 
housing, land use, environmental protection, 
community and economic development, zoning, 
permitting, and code enforcement, all focused on 
improving municipal management. 

Mr. Woods is currently the President & CEO of 
the Ticonderoga Revitalization Alliance, a not-
for-profit, local development corporation whose 
mission it is to restore economic prosperity in 
the Ticonderoga region. Previously, Mr. Woods 
was the Director of Planning & Development for 
the City of Ogdensburg, NY. Under his 3.5 year 
leadership, the City’s Department of Planning 
and Development secured and administered a 
grant portfolio of over $25,000,000. 

Mr. Woods graduated cum laude, with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science & 
Public Policy from Green Mountain College in 
Poultney, VT, and studied at Cornell’s City & 
Regional Planning Graduate Program. He serves 
on the Board of Directors of the Upstate NY 
Chapter of the American Planning Association 
(APA).  He is a member of the International City 
Manager’s Association (ICMA) and the Council 
of Development Finance Agencies (CDFA).

College campuses and surrounding 
neighborhoods:  NIMBY, gentrification, 
degeneration, or redevelopment?

Dr. Ray Bromley, Vice Provost for International 
Education and Professor of Geography & 
Planning at SUNY Albany

Ray Bromley’s research, teaching and consultancy 
activities focus on neighborhood and community 
development, city and regional planning, 
street and market retailing, micro-enterprise 
promotion, and the history of ideas in planning, 
international development, and community 
development. He has authored or edited six 
books and numerous articles on these subjects. At 
UAlbany he has been a recipient of the President’s 
and Chancellor’s Excellence in Teaching Awards, 
the President’s Excellence in Academic Service 
Award, and the Graduate Student Organization’s 
Outstanding Professor Award.

Building Bridges in Tompkins County

Kirby Edmonds, Senior Fellow and Program 
Coordinator at Dorothy Cotton Institute

Kirby Edmonds is the managing partner of 
TFC Associates, a human relations training and 
consulting firm based in Ithaca, New York. Kirby 
is a management consultant, mediator and trainer 
with experience in the areas of team-building, 
supervisory issues, building and valuing diversity 
in the workplace, cultural competence as well 
as managing conflict and stress in the work 
environment. He has several years experience 
working on diversity in the corporate, higher 
education and public school environments 
both with management and unions. He helped 
design and facilitates “Talking Circles on Race 
and Racism” for the Multicultural Resource 
Center in Ithaca, and trained over thirty-five 
volunteer Talking Circle facilitators. Talking 
Circles promote racial understanding, healing 
and reconciliation.

As a recipient of the 2011-2012 Cornell Civic 
Leaders Fellowship Program, Kirby Edmonds will 
be providing human rights workshops to local 
area schools and youth programs. His proposal 
also contains a second project, “Building Bridges,” 
a program that brings community organizations 
together for workshops to collaborate on creating 
a just and sustainable local economy. The work 
will be done through the Dorothy Cotton 
Institute (DCI), where Edmonds is a senior 
fellow. The Institute’s central vision is to create 
a world wherein people are fully able to both 
protect and exercise their human rights.

Nobody’s an Island: When Institutions, Associations, and Neighborhoods Meet
One World Room, Anabel Taylor Hall
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Short Talk: Friday, May 18, 12:40 pm - 1:10 pm

Ken Reardon, Professor at University of 
Memphis

Vance Avenue Community Initiative: an extensive 
neighborhood planning campaign designed 
to allow residents to voice their opinions and 
take ownership of the plan. With almost 200 
resident interviews, hundreds of participants, and 
several focus groups, the initiative produced an 
extensive planning document that will guide the 
implementation of a comprehensive community 
plan.

Vance Avenue Stories 
One World Room, Anabel Taylor Hall
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Concurrent Session I: Friday, May 18, 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm
Opposing the Mafia
Room 314, Anabel Taylor Hall

Laura Saija, Università di Catania
Anotnio Raciti and Laura’s most recent efforts 
involved mobilizing residents, officials, and 
environmentalists from an entire river valley to 
successfully oppose a Mafia-connected incinerator 
which would have been placed in the “Bread 
basket, olive garden, and wine center” of Sicily. 
It is an excellent example of the integration 
of community-based research, participatory 
planning, and community organizing to preserve 
farmland, a way of life, and the environment. The 
work was an occasion to move from “fighting 
against something” to shaping a progressive 
agenda that integrates community mobilization 
with institutional learning.

Housing Challenges and 
Strategies
Edwards Room, Anabel Taylor Hall 
Moderator: Ed Marx, AICP, Commisioner of 
Planning, Tompkins County

Paul Mazzarella, Executive Director of Ithaca 
Neighborhood Housing Services

Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services: Current 
projects and efforts to improve affordable housing 
in Ithaca, New York. INHS’s work includes 
participating in a NYSERDA research project 
monitoring energy efficiency improvements, 
home repair and energy-saving measures, and 
the Community Housing Trust, a CLT program 
featuring LEED-certified homes.

Kirby White, Consultant
CLT Partnerships: The editor and co-author of 
The CLT Handbook, The CLT Legal Manual, The 
Community Loan Fund Manual, and Managing 
the Money Side: Financial Management for 
Community Based Housing Organizations 
describes the neighborhood planning efforts of 
the Community Development Alliance of the 
Capital District and other CLT partnerships, such 
as the advocacy/education organization National 
CLT Network. 
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Concurrent Session II: Friday, May 18, 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Water Connects Us--Onondaga 
Creek 
Room 314, Anabel Taylor Hall 
Moderator: Lindsay Speer, Onondaga 
Environmental Institute

Jeanne Shenandoah, Onondaga Nation, 
Onondaga Nation Communications Office

Aggie Lane, Partnership for Onondaga Creek

Sarah Wraight, Onondaga Environmental 
Institute

Significant environmental work of the past 
decade in the Syracuse area have been connected 
by a common thread: water.  Using Onondaga 
Creek as an example to discuss issues facing 
cities and watersheds throughout the northeast, 
panelists will touch on impacts from the past, 
present and future, including Onondaga Lake 
and the ongoing Superfund cleanup; restoration 
of Onondaga Creek; and the specter of new 
pollution from hydrofracking in the headwaters.  
These panelists represent diverse constituencies 
along the length of Onondaga Creek.  They 
will share their experience with a full range of 
planning decisions, from inclusive carefully 
considered processes to those imposed by 
faceless bureaucrats, and the resulting impacts on 
communities.

Labor and Workforce
Edwards Room, Anabel Taylor Hall 
Moderator: Sally Klingel, Director of Labor 
Management Relations Programming, Cornell ILR

Steve Charters, Researcher at McGill 
University/Made in Montreal

Reviving Urban Manufacturing: supporting 
small manufacturers and ‘buying local’ through 
grassroots, activist planning toward building a 
vibrant, healthy, and economically resilient city.

Peter Chomko, Student at University of 
Pennsylvania

State Lines, Shale Gas & Shared Challenges: An 
examination of local and regional provision 
state-funded workforce development systems 
in the “Twin Tiers” of northern Pennsylvania 
and southern New York, a largely-rural region 
dotted by small- and medium-sized cities. 
Widely-dispersed but fairly-small populations 
are served by equally widely-dispersed workforce 
development programming; state funding silos 
prevent residents from accessing more convenient 
training opportunities across state borders, and 
prevent local Workforce Investment Boards from 
pooling resources and better-serving their target 
populations.

Kristen Olson, Preservation Services 
Coordinator at Historic Ithaca, Inc.

Youth and adults learn by doing in Historic 
Ithaca’s Work Preserve job training program. 
Participants, referred by local social service 
agencies, build practical, transferable green 
job skills in a real workplace environment at 
Significant Elements Architectural Salvage store.

Local Agricultural Partnerships
Founders Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

Jemila Sequeira, Coordinator of the Whole 
Community Project at Cornell Cooperative 
Extension

Jemila aims to improve community health and 
well-being through work on systemic issues, 
specifically healthy and affordable food access 
and stresses how vital it is that we address 
corporate practices and government policies that 
negatively impact low-income households and 
communities of color.

Joanna Green, Director of Groundswell
Joanna Green has been the director of 
Groundswell since 2009, working closely with 
Groundswell’s diverse collaborators to design, 
conduct, and evaluate farm-based education 
and training programs. She is the coauthor 
(with Groundswell Advisor Duncan Hilchey) 
of Growing Home: A Guide to Reconnecting 
Agriculture, Food and Communities, as well 
as coauthor of the award-winning publication, 
Farming Alternatives: A Guide to Evaluating the 
Feasibility of New Farm-Based Enterprises.
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Concurrent Session III: Friday, May 18, 4:15 pm - 5:45 pm
Local Government Responses to 
Natural Gas Drilling (Joint ICMA* 
Panel)
Room 314, Anabel Taylor Hall 
Moderator: David Kay, Senior Extension Associate, 
Community and Regional Development Institute

Peter Flanagan, Supervisor, Town of Preston, 
NY

Peter Flanagan has been Supervisor of the 
Town of Preston since 1994 and Chairman of 
the Chenango County Natural Gas Advisory 
Committee since 2008. He has also chaired 
Preston Planning Board, was President NYS 
Region 7 Forest Practice Board, was on Board of 
Directors Chenango County Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, and was President Grouse Ridge 
Realty, Corp. BA Cornell University 1974

 George Frantz, Visiting Lecturer at Cornell 
University, Principal at George R. Frantz & 
Associates

George Frantz has over 25 years of experience 
in land use planning and design in both public 
and private sectors, with expertise in land use, 
zoning, agricultural land preservation, parks and 
open space, and protection of environmentally 
sensitive lands. For the past 4 years he has been 
documenting the impacts of natural gas drilling  
and auxiliary uses on agricultural land resources 
and communities in Bradford County, PA.

Martha Robertson, Chairperson of Tompkins 
County Legislature

Martha Robertson has been on the Tompkins 
County Legislature since 2002 and has served 
as Chair since 2010. She also chairs the 
Tompkins County Industrial Development 
Agency. Previously, Martha was Director of the 
President’s Council of Cornell Women in Cornell 
Alumni Affairs. A Cornell graduate, she has been 
a teacher, a business owner, and a fundraiser for 
several not-for-profit organizations.

Irene Weiser, Town Board, Town of Caroline
Irene Weiser is a newly elected councilmember to 
the Town Board in the rural town of Caroline.  An 
ardent “fractivist,” Irene took her passion to a new 
level when she ran for public office. She finds that her 
diverse background in mediation, political activism, 
education and veterinary medicine is put to good use 
in serving her community in these challenging times.

Equitable Development
Edwards Room, Anabel Taylor Hall 
Moderator: Jeff Chusid, Professor at Cornell 
University

Kelly Pennington, Student at Concordia 
University

Gentrification, Consultation and Resistance: 
The Case of Shaughnessy Village: A presentation 
revolving around a proposed revitalisation plan 
for downtown Montreal which seeks to stimulate 
economic development, some reflections on 
the public consultation process, as well as some 
proposed means of resistance to the project 
through community based activism which are 
currently being undertaken.

Catherine Vandermeulen, Researcher at McGill 
University

Good Neighbourly Relations Committee: A 
presentation about ongoing research on the 
Good neighbourly relations committee of McGill 
University Health Centre’s new mega-hospital. She 
tracks the municipal urban planners, residents and 
developer’s efforts to participate in a considerate 
construction scheme.

Courtney Knapp, Student at Cornell University
Chattanooga Right to the City Initiative: 

*International City/County Management Association, Cornell 
Student Chapter 
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Urban Farming and Food Access
Founders Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

Armi DeFrancia, Student at McGill University
Edible Rooftops: Inspired by Lufa Farms 
(Montreal), Edible Rooftops is a proposal for 
viable urban greenhouses in partnership with 
schools, to transform their roofs into farms 
that use hydroponics, rainwater harvesting, 
natural gas, and that recycles waste heat from the 
building in order to provide cities with more local 
and energy efficient food systems.

Caitlin Cameron, Student at MIT
Urban Agriculture Zoning in American Cities:  
Although the practice of urban agriculture is 
not new, it has remained a subversive activity in 
recent history.  American cities are now, in the 
last five years, seeing a critical mass of urban 
farmers and the need for updated regulations to 
accommodate and promote these activities.

Brent Wasser, Manager of the Sustainable 
Food & Agriculture Program, Williams College

College Dining and Local Food: Institutional 
challenges, potential solutions, and educational 
opportunities.

Concurrent Session III: Friday, May 18, 4:15 pm - 5:45 pm
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Dr. Chester Hartman, Director of Research at 
Poverty & Race Research Action Council

Chester Hartman, an urban planner and author, 
is the founder and former Chair of the Planners 
Network. He currently is Director of Research 
for the Poverty & Race Research Action Council 
(where he was founding Executive Director from 
1989-2003) in Washington, DC, and Adjunct 
Professor, Dept. of Sociology, George Washington 
University. Prior to taking his present position, 
he was a Fellow of the Institute for Policy Studies 
in Washington, and of the Transnational Institute 
in Amsterdam. He holds a Ph.D. in City and 
Regional Planning from Harvard and served on 
the faculty there as well as at Yale, the University 
of North Carolina, Cornell, the University of 
California-Berkeley, American University, and 
Columbia University

Dr. Ken Reardon, Professor and Director of 
Graduate Program in City & Regional Planning 
at Memphis University

Ken Reardon is a nationally recognized expert 
in service learning, civic engagement and 
collaborative or participatory action research. 
He has won national awards for the University 
of Illinois’ highly-regarded East St. Louis Action 
Research Project, in part because of his careful 
approach to preparing students for participatory 
approaches to community problem-solving 
planning and design. His research interests 
focus on community-based planning in poor 
urban neighborhoods, alternative approaches 
to community development, and municipal 
government reform.

Saturday Plenary: Saturday, May 19, 9:15 am - 10:45 am
Planning Progressively: Coalitions and Activism
Auditorium, Anabel Taylor Hall
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Tompkins County Climate Protection 
Initiative: Alternative Energy 
Infrastructure

Tompkins County Climate Protection Initiative 
(TCCPI), along with Cornell University Planners 
will present a workshop on how to develop 
alternative energy infrastructure for the Ithaca 
region--in particular through community and 
University partnerships.  Alternative energy 
infrastructure has the potential to bring broad 
environmental and economic development 
benefits to the Ithaca region.  Moreover, Cornell 
University could seize this opportunity to be 
an industry leader.   What are the barriers or 
challenges to moving forward?  What role can 
students, faculty, staff and community members 
have in building relationships and campaigns 
with Cornell administration?

Way2Go: Ridesharing in Tompkins 
County

Way2Go will engage with community members, 
activists and professionals about the challenges 
to ridesharing in Tompkins County.  How can 
we increase ridership? What are the challenges 
to using this service?  Community input into 
developing a comprehensive approach will be 
helpful in developing safety and trust among 
users, and promoting greater community 
involvement in rideshare programs.

Cayuga Waterfront Trail Initiative: 
Waterfront Trail Development and 
Equity

The Cayuga Waterfront Trail Initiative is a 
partnership of the Tompkins County Chamber of 
Commerce and the City of Ithaca. It’s a project 
that has taken 10 years and is 2/3 complete. 
The Waterfront Trail will help Ithaca develop a 
sustainable transportation system, enhance our 
quality of life and contribute to the revitalization 
of our community’s waterfront. However, how 
can we ensure that the trail serves Ithaca’s most 
at-need population and how do we ensure the 
development is equitable? Take a bicycle tour 
of the trail and Ithaca’s famous Farmers Market, 
then join in a discussion about these pressing 
questions.

Mobile Workshops: Saturday, May 19, 11:15 am - 3:15 pm
All day on Friday and Saturday morning, volunteers will be able to sign up for one of the following mobile workshops. They will review 
information and documents provided at the forum. They will then join other attendees, community leaders, and citizens at locations 
throughout the Tompkins County community for tours, brainstorming sessions, and workshops about current challenges. The solutions, 
priorities, and action steps generated in these sessions may lead to long-lasting collaboration between community partners and Cornell student 
groups. Planners Network Forum volunteers will provide transportation from Anabel Taylor Hall to the workshops.
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Danby Land Bank: Unifiying 
Fragmented Landowners

The Danby Land Bank Cooperative provides an 
organization and an infrastructure that allows 
rural property owners to utilize their fields and 
forests for grass and wood pellet production.

It positions itself between rural landowners with 
fields of 7 or more acres and entrepreneurial 
organizations that need access to biofeedstocks. 
Its goal is to unify fragmented and non-farming 
rural landowners to form a large enough 
agricultural base to provide economies of scale.

Mobile Workshops: Saturday, May 19, 11:15 am - 3:15 pm
All day on Friday and Saturday morning, volunteers will be able to sign up for one of the following mobile workshops. They will review 
information and documents provided at the forum. They will then join other attendees, community leaders, and citizens at locations 
throughout the Tompkins County community for tours, brainstorming sessions, and workshops about current challenges. The solutions, 
priorities, and action steps generated in these sessions may lead to long-lasting collaboration between community partners and Cornell student 
groups. Planners Network Forum volunteers will provide transportation from Anabel Taylor Hall to the workshops.
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Closing Discussion: Saturday, May 19, 3:30 pm - 4:00 pm
We invite all the community participants, Cornell faculty and students, and visitors to Ithaca to join Ann Forsyth, Planners Network Treasurer 
and Progressive Planning Magazine editor in a facilitated, interactive discussion about the results of the workshops and next steps. How can 
Planners Network continue to be a healthy organization and what can it do to support community planners, activists, and scholars?


