
Partnerships for 
Regional Equity

(a Planners Network Forum)
Friday, May 18

9:00 am: Registration Opens 
Anabel Taylor Hall

9:30-10:30 am: Collegetown Networking Breakfast 
Collegetown Bagels, 415 College Avenue

11:00-12:15 pm: Opening Plenary and Lunch 
One World Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

12:30-5:30 pm: Concurrent Panels 
Anabel Taylor Hall

Energy and 
Environment

Community 
and Housing

Food and 
Farm

12:30 - 2:00 pm: Equitable 
Development

Food Networks 
in Tompkins 
County

2:15 - 3:45 pm:
Water Connects 
Us: Onondaga 
Creek

Labor, 
Workforce, 
and Economic 
Development

Local 
Agriculture 
Partnerships

4:00 - 5:30 pm: Local Responses 
to Hydrofracking

Housing 
Challenges and 
Strategies

Urban 
Farming and 
Agriculture

6:30 - 8:00 pm: Dinner on the Commons 
More info coming soon!

8:00 -11:00 pm: Evening Social Events TBD

The economic crisis has exposed 
severe problems in our economic 
and political systems. The Occupy 
movement is just one embodiment 
of the public’s realization that 
equity is everyone’s problem. 
However, the movement also 
highlights the power of coalitions 
and partnerships to bring about 
social change.

Grassroots organizations and 
local governments are turning 
toward unique partnerships to 
provide equitable housing, quality 
education, access to healthy food, 
and environmental health, and 
social services. Building such 
coalitions can be difficult, but can 
result in otherwise unachievable 
policy.

This 2-day conference provides 
a forum to share strategies that 
planners, nonprofits, and activists 
are using to pursue regional equity, 
even in the face of economic crisis 
and a hostile political climate. 
Hosted at Cornell University 
in Ithaca, NY, the conference 
will include planners, activists, 
students, and academics from all 
over the US and beyond.

Saturday, May 19

8:00-9:00 am: Breakfast 
Cafe, Anabel Taylor Hall

9:15-11:00 am: 
Plenary: Partnerships for Equity 
Auditorium, Anabel Taylor Hall

11:30-3:30 pm: 
Community Workshops and Lunch 
Leave from Anabel Taylor Hall

Tompkins County Climate Protection 
Initiative

Way2Go: Transportation Workshop

Other workshops TBD

3:30-4:00 pm: Closing Statements 
Anabel Taylor Hall

5:00 pm: Dinner/Events TBD 
 



Program Description
Partnerships for Regional Equity

Opening Plenary and Lunch: Friday, May 18, 11:00 am - 12:15 pm

Chester Hartman, Director of Research at 
Poverty & Race Research Action Council

Chester Hartman, an urban planner and author, 
is the founder and former Chair of the Planners 
Network. He currently is Director of Research 
for the Poverty & Race Research Action Council 
(where he was founding Executive Director from 
1989-2003) in Washington, DC, and Adjunct 
Professor, Dept. of Sociology, George Washington 
University. Prior to taking his present position, 
he was a Fellow of the Institute for Policy Studies 
in Washington, and of the Transnational Institute 
in Amsterdam. He holds a Ph.D. in City and 
Regional Planning from Harvard and served on 
the faculty there as well as at Yale, the University 
of North Carolina, Cornell, the University of 
California-Berkeley, American University, and 
Columbia University

Ken Reardon, Professor at Memphis University
Ken Reardon is a nationally recognized expert 
in service learning, civic engagement and 
collaborative or participatory action research. 
He has won national awards for the University 
of Illinois’ highly-regarded East St. Louis Action 
Research Project, in part because of his careful 
approach to preparing students for participatory 
approaches to community problem-solving 
planning and design. His research interests 
focus on community-based planning in poor 
urban neighborhoods, alternative approaches 
to community development, and municipal 
government reform.

Other Speakers TBD

Coalitions, Partnerships, and Planning Activism
One World Room, Anabel Taylor Hall



Program Description
Partnerships for Regional Equity

Concurrent Session I: Friday, May 18, 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
Equitable Development
Edwards Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

Kelly Pennington, Student at Concordia 
University

Gentrification, Consultation and Resistance: 
The Case of Shaughnessy Village: A presentation 
revolving around a proposed revitalisation plan 
for downtown Montreal which seeks to stimulate 
economic development, some reflections on 
the public consultation process, as well as some 
proposed means of resistance to the project 
through community based activism which are 
currently being undertaken.

Catherine Vandermeulen, Researcher at McGill 
University

Good Neighbourly Relations Committee: A 
presentation about ongoing research on the 
Good neighbourly relations committee of McGill 
University Health Centre’s new mega-hospital. She 
tracks the municipal urban planners, residents and 
developer’s efforts to participate in a considerate 
construction scheme.

Ken Reardon, Professor at University of 
Memphis

Vance Avenue Community Initiative: an extensive 
neighborhood planning campaign designed 
to allow residents to voice their opinions and 
take ownership of the plan. With almost 200 
resident interviews, hundreds of participants, and 
several focus groups, the initiative produced an 
extensive planning document that will guide the 
implementation of a comprehensive community 
plan.

Food Networks in Tompkins 
County
CUSLAR Office, Anabel Taylor Hall

Description forthcoming.



Program Description
Partnerships for Regional Equity

Concurrent Session II: Friday, May 18, 2:15 pm - 3:45 pm
Water Connects Us--Onondaga 
Creek 
Room 314, Anabel Taylor Hall

Jeanne Shenandoah, Onondaga Nation, 
Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force, 
Onondaga Nation Communications Office

Aggie Lane, Partnership for Onondaga Creek

Vernell Bentley, Partnership for Onondaga 
Creek

Sarah Wraight, Onondaga Environmental 
Institute

Significant environmental work of the past 
decade in the Syracuse area have been connected 
by a common thread: water.  Using Onondaga 
Creek as an example to discuss issues facing 
cities and watersheds throughout the northeast, 
panelists will touch on impacts from the past, 
present and future, including Onondaga Lake 
and the ongoing Superfund cleanup; restoration 
of Onondaga Creek; and the specter of new 
pollution from hydrofracking in the headwaters.  
These panelists represent diverse constituencies 
along the length of Onondaga Creek.  They 
will share their experience with a full range of 
planning decisions, from inclusive carefully 
considered processes to those imposed by 
faceless bureaucrats, and the resulting impacts on 
communities.

Local Agricultural Partnerships
Founders Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

Jemila Sequeira, Coordinator of the Whole 
Community Project at Cornell Cooperative 
Extension

Jemila aims to improve community health and 
well-being through work on systemic issues, 
specifically healthy and affordable food access 
and stresses how vital it is that we address 
corporate practices and government policies that 
negatively impact low-income households and 
communities of color.

Joanna Green, Director of Groundswell
Joanna Green has been the director of 
Groundswell since 2009, working closely with 
Groundswell’s diverse collaborators to design, 
conduct, and evaluate farm-based education 
and training programs. She is the coauthor 
(with Groundswell Advisor Duncan Hilchey) 
of Growing Home: A Guide to Reconnecting 
Agriculture, Food and Communities, as well 
as coauthor of the award-winning publication, 
Farming Alternatives: A Guide to Evaluating the 
Feasibility of New Farm-Based Enterprises.

Labor and Workforce
Edwards Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

Steve Charters, Researcher at McGill 
University/Made in Montreal

Reviving Urban Manufacturing: supporting 
small manufacturers and ‘buying local’ through 
grassroots, activist planning toward building a 
vibrant, healthy, and economically resilient city.

Peter Chomko, Student at University of 
Pennsylvania

State Lines, Shale Gas & Shared Challenges: An 
examination of local and regional provision 
state-funded workforce development systems 
in the “Twin Tiers” of northern Pennsylvania 
and southern New York, a largely-rural region 
dotted by small- and medium-sized cities. 
Widely-dispersed but fairly-small populations 
are served by equally widely-dispersed workforce 
development programming; state funding silos 
prevent residents from accessing more convenient 
training opportunities across state borders, and 
prevent local Workforce Investment Boards from 
pooling resources and better-serving their target 
populations.

Louise Simmons, Professor at University of 
Connecticut School of Social Work

Community-Labor Coalitions: A discussion 
about community-labor coalitions and the 
roles that some have been playing in economic 
development or other areas of concern for 
activists, organizers and progressive planners.



Program Description
Partnerships for Regional Equity

Concurrent Session III: Friday, May 18, 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Local Government Responses to 
Hydrofracking
Room 314, Anabel Taylor Hall

Description forthcoming.

Dominic Frongillo, Town Councilor and Deputy 
Supervisor, Town of Caroline

Martha Robertson, Chairperson of Tompkins 
County Legislature

Housing Challenges and 
Strategies
Edwards Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

Meagan Ehlenz, Student at University of 
Pennsylvania

CLTs, lessons learned: A look at some of the 
international precedents for CLTs in the US and 
lessons to be learned from them and a review of 
the evolution of CLTs. The presentation touches 
upon the idea of community wealth building 
as an important component of shared-equity 
housing.

Paul Mazzarella, Executive Director of Ithaca 
Neighborhood Housing Services

Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services: Current 
projects and efforts to improve affordable housing 
in Ithaca, New York. INHS’s work includes 
participating in a NYSERDA research project 
monitoring energy efficiency improvements, 
home repair and energy-saving measures, and 
the Community Housing Trust, a CLT program 
featuring LEED-certified homes.

Urban Farming and Food Access
Founders Room, Anabel Taylor Hall

Armi DeFrancia, Student at McGill University
Edible Rooftops: Inspired by Lufa Farms 
(Montreal), Edible Rooftops is a proposal for 
viable urban greenhouses in partnership with 
schools, to transform their roofs into farms 
that use hydroponics, rainwater harvesting, 
natural gas, and that recycles waste heat from the 
building in order to provide cities with more local 
and energy efficient food systems.

Caitlin Cameron, Student at MIT
Urban Agriculture Zoning in American Cities:  
Although the practice of urban agriculture is 
not new, it has remained a subversive activity in 
recent history.  American cities are now, in the 
last five years, seeing a critical mass of urban 
farmers and the need for updated regulations to 
accommodate and promote these activities.

Brent Wasser, Manager of the Sustainable 
Food & Agriculture Program, Williams College

College Dining and Local Food: Institutional 
challenges, potential solutions, and educational 
opportunities.



Program Description
Partnerships for Regional Equity

Speakers TBD

Saturday Plenary: Saturday, May 19, 9:15 am - 10:45 am
Partnerships for Regional Equity
Auditorium, Anabel Taylor Hall



Program Description
Partnerships for Regional Equity

Tompkins County Climate Protection 
Initiative: Alternative Energy 
Infrastructure

Tompkins County Climate Protection Initiative 
(TCCPI), along with Cornell University Planners 
will present a workshop on how to develop 
alternative energy infrastructure for the Ithaca 
region--in particular through community and 
University partnerships.  Alternative energy 
infrastructure has the potential to bring broad 
environmental and economic development 
benefits to the Ithaca region.  Moreover, Cornell 
University could seize this opportunity to be 
an industry leader.   What are the barriers or 
challenges to moving forward?  What role can 
students, faculty, staff and community members 
have in building relationships and campaigns 
with Cornell administration?

Way2Go: Ridesharing in Tompkins 
County

Way2Go will engage with community members, 
activists and professionals about the challenges 
to ridesharing in Tompkins County.  How can 
we increase ridership? What are the challenges 
to using this service?  Community input into 
developing a comprehensive approach will be 
helpful in developing safety and trust among 
users, and promoting greater community 
involvement in rideshare programs.

Other Workshops TBD

Mobile Workshops: Saturday, May 19, 11:00 am - 3:30 pm
All day on Friday and Saturday morning, volunteers will be able to sign up for one of the following mobile workshops. They will review 
information and documents provided at the forum. They will then join other attendees, community leaders, and citizens at locations 
throughout the Tompkins County community for tours, brainstorming sessions, and workshops about current challenges. The solutions, 
priorities, and action steps generated in these sessions may lead to long-lasting collaboration between community partners and Cornell student 
groups. Planners Network Forum volunteers will provide transportation from Anabel Taylor Hall to the workshops.


